
PASS Survey Data: Outline 

Content characteristics 

Topics Socio-demographic characteristics, employment-related character-

istics, benefit-related characteristics, Unemployment Benefit II, par-

ticipation in measures (since wave 3), participation in "One-Euro-

Jobs" (since wave 4), subjective indicators, quality of employment 

(since wave 7), participation of children and youths eduction and 

inclusion subsidies (since wave 6) 

Special focus wave 3: retirement provisions, health, social net-

works 

Special focus wave 5: social networks, 'Big Five' 

Special focus wave 6: health and sports 

Special focus wave 7: awareness of stigmatisation and prejudices, 

memory power and ability to concentrate, sport   

Special focus wave 9: network and minimum wage 

Special focus wave 10: deprivation of children, impulsiveness and 

attitudes (job and family / childcare) 

Special focus wave 11: social integration, educational aspiration 

Special focus wave 12: evaluation of vacancies 

Data unit Individuals and households in receipt of Unemployment Benefit 

II as well as individuals and households residential in Germany  

Note: Interviews of persons over 65 years only by use of a short 

questionnaire 

Number of cases Wave 1: 18,954 individuals living in 12,794 households 

Wave 2: 12,487 individuals living in 8,429 households 

Wave 3: 13,439 individuals living in 9,535 households 

Wave 4: 11,768 individuals living in 7,848 households 

Wave 5: 15,607 individuals living in 10,235 households 

Wave 6: 14,619 individuals living in 9,513 households 

Wave 7: 14,449 individuals living in 9,509 households 

Wave 8: 13,460 individuals living in 8,998 households 

Wave 9: 13,271 individuals living in 8,921 households 

Wave 10: 12,697 individuals living in 8,541 households 

Wave 11: 13,703 individuals living in 9,420 households 

Wave 12: 13,273 individuals living in 9,211 households 

Period covered 1st wave: 2006/2007 

2nd wave: 2007/2008 

3rd wave: 2008/2009 

4th wave: 2009/2010 

5th wave: 2011 

6th wave: 2012 

7th wave: 2013 

8th wave: 2014 

9th wave: 2015 

10th wave: 2016 

11th wave: 2017 

12th wave: 2018 

Time reference Date of survey, retrospective observation data since 01/2005 

Regional structure East/ West Germany, German federal state (Bundesland) 



Territorial allocation As of date of survey 

Methodological characteristics 

Method of data collection Original sample in wave 1: Two-stage random sample including 

two partial populations (sample I (BA) and sample II (Microm)) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 2 (sample III) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 3 (sample IV) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 4 (sample V) 

In wave 5 the sample was repopulated with two additional samples 

using a two-stage random sample including two partial populations 

(sample VI (registers of the local resindents registration office) and 

sample VII (BA)) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 5 (sample VIII) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 6 (sample IX) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 7 (sample X) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 8 (sample XI) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 9 (sample XII) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 10 (sample XIII)  

Refreshment sample (BA - Syrian/Iraqi households) in wave 10 

(sample XIV) 

Repopulation sample (registers of the local resindents registration 

office) in wave 11 (sample XV) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 11 (sample XVI) 

Refreshment sample (BA - Syrian/Iraqi households) in wave 11 

(sample XVII) 

Refreshment sample (BA) in wave 12 (sample XVIII) 

Refreshment sample (BA - Syrian/Iraqi households) in wave 12 

(sample XIX) 

Institutions involved Commissioned by: Institute for Employment Research (IAB) 

Carried out by: TNS Infratest Sozialforschung (waves 1-3), infas 

Institut für angewandte Sozialforschung GmbH (since wave 4) 

Frequency of data collection Annually (panel) 

File format and size Stata (several files) 

File architecture Cross sectional and longitudinal datasets 

Data access 

Data access Scientific use file 

Degree of anonymisation Factually anonymous 

Sensitive variables None 

Standards for the citation of  

data and data documenta-

tion 

Data: 
'This study uses the factually anonymous data of the Panel Study 
'Labour Market and Social Security' (PASS). Data access was pro-
vided via a Scientific Use File supplied by the Research Data Cen-
tre (FDZ) of the German Federal Employment Agency (BA) at the 
Institute for Employment Research (IAB).' 

Data documentation: 
- Trappmann, Mark; Beste, Jonas; Bethmann, Arne; Müller, Gerrit 
(2013): The PASS panel survey after six waves. In: Journal of La-
bour Market Research.  
- Berg, Marco; Cramer, Ralph; Dickmann, Christian; Gilberg, Rei-
ner; Jesske, Birgit; Kleudgen, Martin; Beste, Jonas; Dummert, 



Sandra; Frodermann, Corinna; Schwarz, Stefan; Trappmann, 
Mark; Bähr, Sebastian; Coban, Mustafa; Friedrich, Martin; Gundert, 
Stefanie; Müller, Bettina; Teichler, Nils; Unger, Stefanie; Wenzig, 
Claudia (2020): Codebook and documentation of the Panel Study 
'Labour Market and Social Security' (PASS). Datenreport Wave 12. 
FDZ-Datenreport, 09/2019 (en), Nürnberg. 
- Dummert, Sandra (2019): Codebuch und Dokumentation der In-
terviewernachbefragung des Panel 'Arbeitsmarkt und Soziale Si-
cherung' (PASS). FDZ-Datenreport, 10/2019 (de), Nürnberg. 
- Jesske, Birgit; Schulz, Sabine; Quandt, Sylvia (2019): Methoden-
bericht Panel Arbeitsmarkt und Soziale Sicherung PASS * 12. Er-
hebungswelle – 2018 (Haupterhebung). FDZ-Methodenreport, 
05/2019 (de), Nürnberg. 

 

 


